
• STAND. COM. REP. NO.4~-l4

Honolulu, Hawaii
2014

RE: H.B. No. 2163
H.D. 1

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Seventh State Legislature
Regular Session of 2014
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Human Services, to which was referred H.B.
No. 2163 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO PARENTAL PARITY,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to maintain the best interests
of a child in cases where the custody of the child is disputed by
ensuring inclusion of both parents and equal contact in the
raising of the child, unless the court finds by clear and
convincing evidence that this arrangement is not in the best
interests of the child.

Several concerned individuals supported this bill. The State
of Hawaii Judiciary and several concerned individuals opposed this
bill.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) For cases where the custody of a minor child is
disputed:

(A) Deleting language that would have required the
court to ensure inclusion of both parents and equal
contact in the raising of the child, unless the
court finds by clear and convincing evidence that
this arrangement is not in the best interest of the
child; and

HB2163 HD1 HSCR HUS HMS 2014-1769



STAND. COM. REP. NO. 4SZ-l4
Page 2

(B) Requiring the court to instead consider frequent,
continuing, and meaningful ~contact of the child
with each parent, unlesa one or both parents are
unable to act in the best interests of the child;

(2) changing its effective date to July 1, 2050, to
facilitate discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
committee on Human Services that is attached to this report, your
committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.E. No.
2163, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2163, H.D. 1, and
be referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services,

MELE CARROLL, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives II 5c.R 4’9~Z’ 1sf.

The Twenty-seventh Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services

Bill/Res lution No.: Committee Referral: Date: - I
f1~3~/&3 H~s,cwp

U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) ~~“Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold

U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HUS Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. CARROLL, Mele (C)

2. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand (VC)

3. BELATTI, Della Au

10. FUKIJMOTO, Beth

TOTAL (10)

The recommendation is: )2~Adopted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

- committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: .

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


